April 13, 1989 LB 84, 84A, 247, 429, 611, 683A, 683
739, 739A, 761, 809
LR 76

683A.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The A bill is advanced. And Senator Carson
Rogers is announcing some guests in the north balcony from

Scotia. Representing District 28 in Greeley County, 11 K
thrcugh sixth graders from Scotia with their teacher. Would you
folks please stand. Thank you. We're pleased that you could

visit with us today. For the record, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: Mr. President, [ have some...new resolution, LR 76,
offered by Senatcrs Wesely, Landis, Schimek, Crosby and Warner.
(Read brief description of LR 76 as found on pages 1701-02 of
the Legislative Journal.) That will be laid over.

Enrollment and Review reports LB 247 to Select File; LB 611 to
Select File; LB 84, LB 84a, LB 739, LB 739A to Select File.
Those are signed by Senator Lindsay as Chair. (See
pages 1702-04 of the Legislative Journal.)

Mr. President, a series of amendments; Senator Wese.y to LB 429;
Senator Conway to LB 683; and Senator Kristensen, Mr. President,
to LB 761. (See pages 1705-08 of the Legislative Journal.)

And the last item, Mr. President, your Committee or. Revenue
whose Chair is Senator Hall reports LB 809 to General File with
amendments attached. And that's all that I have.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, sir. Senator Dennis Byars.

SENATOR BYARS: Mr. President and colleagues, as LB 809 was
reported out of committee, I would ask that we adjourn until the
17th day of April, 1989, at 9:C0 a.m.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Senator Byars. You have heard the
motion to adjourn until Monday morning at nine o'clock. Those

in favor say aye. Opposed no. Ayes have it, carried, we are
adjourned. (Gavel.)
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April 18, 1989 LR 75, 76

PRESI DENT NI CHOL PRESI DI NG

PRES| DENT: Goodnorni ng, | adi es and gentlenen, wel come to the
George W Norris Legislative Chanber. We have with us s
morning as our chaplain of the day Reverend Steven Voris of tlh

Presbyterian Church in North Bend, Nebraska, whichis the area
servi ced by Senator Lowell Johnson. Woul d you pl ease rise for
the invocation by Reverend Vori s.

REVEREND VORIS:  (Prayer offered.)

PRESIDENT: (Gavel.) Thank you, Reverend Voris. Please come
back and visit us again sometlme Appreciate it. Roll call,
please.

CLERK: | have a quorum present, M. President.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Any corrections to the Journal ?
CLERK: No corrections, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Good. Any nmessages, reports or announcenents?

CLERK: Just that |R75 s  read for our i t
Nr. President. That's the only itemy have y signature,

PRESI DENT: Whi | e the Legislature is in session and capabl e of
transacting business, | propose to sign and do sign LR 75. pgve
onto LR 76, Nr. Clerk.

CLERK: Nr. President, LR 76 offered by Senators Wesley, Wrner,
Landis, Schimek and Crosby. It's found on page 1701 of the
Journal. (Read a brief description of LR 76.)

PRESI DENT: Senat or Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Than!. you. Mr. President and nenmbers. this
resolution is brought to you py the members of th L|ncoln
del egati on. W are all very concerned, however, tl elteve, In

the whole state with the issue of what happens to busi nesses and
jobs and certainly the Goodyear plant in Lincoln is one that g
of significance to not just Lincoln but the whole state. |; now
employs over 2,000 individuals at salary levels that are very
good in conparison to nmany other jobs that we have in the state.
These wel |l paid enpl oyees are working hard and doing a good job
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but, unfortunately, because of some changes in the Goodyear
managenent in terms of what they want to...how they want to
handl e di stribution, demands were nmade upon the Goodyear Tire
and Rubber Conpany Rubber Workers' Union to accept fur%,her cuts
in pay in exchange for having a national distribution center
located here inlLincoln. The union, |ast week, voted agai nst
those further cuts in pay and, asaresult, we are in a ver
serious problemright nowin Lincoln and I n the state because o
the potential |oss of sonething, | believe it's three to
400 jobs are being discussedto be |lost. And  as  this
negotiation is occurrir.~to |ook el sewhere for this national
distribution center, it was thought chat an appeal on ine part
of this Legislature to the Goodyear Conpany, to ask themto
reconsider the situation and perhaps continue negotiations ith
those enpl oyees, would be in order. The goal and intent here is
to try to have the Goodyear Conpany recoghi ze that our enpl oyees
have been there a long tine, worked hard, have made concessions
and have tried to do the best job they can and are continuing to
want to cooperate with the conpany. Onthe other hand, we also
want to enphasize that this Legislature has been there tinme and
again to provide assistance to Goodyear and other |\ anufacturer
in the state, specifically to Goodyear in sonme cases because 0
our concern for that plant and for that conpany. And | will
just recite what is recited in this resolution. |n1981, LB 3
WasPassed providing for, a sales t ax exenption from

nmanutfacturing and processing equiprent . And | recall very
clearly that Senator Landis and | and others strove very hard to
have that bill apply to existing manufacturers and pot just

apply to new conpanies coning into the state, the idea being
that a conpany like Goodyear already in Nebraska should be
provided that assistance, as well as a new corrpanK comng into
the state. And we were able to successfully anmend the bill d
to see that that provision was included as it passedin 19%’1,
agai n specifically thinking about Goodyear. |pn 1987, LB 775 was

passed but also a bill was introduced by nyself and gome other
senators specifically to take LB 3 and expand it to reEﬂ acenent
equi prent, to allow for Goodyear, in particular, and other

manuf acturers to repl aceoutdated equi pmrent and have the sal es
tax_exenption apply to them That provision was made part of
LB 775 andpassed and, of course, we all know the provisions of
LB 775 but Coodyear has applied for and received assistance
under that...that bill. In addition, Senator Hartnett and |
worked on the Shareholders' protection Act. |ast year w-en
Goodyear was under attack by corporate raiders. Ithouah our
pl ant here woul dn't have been particularly affected 'I%y r}%a% act
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that we passed, we were trying to act in unison wth other
states to indicate our State Legislature's desire to put a stop

to the corporate raids that were going on and harmng companies

like CGoodyear. And, of course, some of that effort was
successful and we did pass the Sharehol ders' Protection Act Iasa}
year. What |'mtrying to do is make the case that this

L egislature has worked very hard for Goodyear and other

manuf acturers and businesses in the state and we have buil t a

good business climate and we think in exchange for that,
hopeful | y, the Goodyear conpany w || consider renegotiating with

the enployees and maintaining that distribution center in

Li ncol n. So, with that background, | would like to ask your
support for this resol ution.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Any further dis ussion?

not ... Senat or Lanb, please.

SENATOR LANS: Wel |, Nr. President and nenbers, | guess |'m
sonewhat concerned that the resolution is pointed only at the
company, as | readit, gnd not also aski ng that the enpl oyees
consi der renegotiating their stance with the conpany. So i

wondering if Senator Wesely woul d agree that there shoul d be
sonet hi ng added to the resolution which mght bring about an end
to this problembut it's not just aimed directly at the company

but mi ght al so indicate that the empl oyees m ght also
renegotiate their stance in this Issue.

PRESI DDFf : Senat or Norrissey, please.

SENATOR MORRI SSEY: Yes, thank you. Members, | would stand jp
support of the amendment. Fol ks, you have to consider that
these enpl oyees have already given tine and time again, taken g
wage cut, now they're being asked to take a wage cut again. You
have to think of what jt js, what it takes for a person to

finally say, I' ve had enough. These folks had to make a
deci si on. They realized that if they nmade this decision, they
could lose their jobs. Now that's a very tough decision to
make. It's not one that they nmake lightly. You either take

this cut...we negotiated a cut earlier and said it would be good
through 1991, now all of a sudden we want you 5 take another
cut again, we want to take away your seniority so if you get

bunped out of the plant and go to the warehouse, you will gigt
out as a new employee even though you may have 20 years
seniority. It' s...it's just not an easy decision to ,pke. I

don't know who in this body has ever hadto sit down and
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actually say, all right, I' ve had enough, |' ve {gken the cut
they' re asking me to take another cut, and to really sit down
and th.'~dc, I've had enough, |'mnot going to take

. 4 ) anymore even
though I m ght |lose ny job and some of ny friends mght |ose ny

job, even though | have worked here for 20 years, it's just pot
an easy decision to make. It's not a decision that these unions
made lightly, | wll guarantee you. You just don't sit ~own,
1t s not greed, it's just that they have had enough. hey feel
that they have offered concessions on their own part arYd t%at
the conpany offered them basically, a proposal that they knew
the unions wou'd turn down so they could nove to thi's other

plant in lowa. That's the way | see the issue. | juyst want you
to think about it because thxs is not a decision that is made
lightly. For these people to startover, which sone of them

wi Il have to do, after all these years of working gt Goodyear,
It's —a very, Ive_r?/I tough decision to make and it's one fhey
Wi

agoni sed over, guarant ee you, before they voted. Thank
you.
PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Wesely, please, followed by

Senator McFarland and Senator Hefner. sSenator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, M. President, and nenbers, in brief
response to Senator Lanb's concern about the enployees, il
just...all I will say is the reason this is targeted to the
conmpany is that the employees have already indicated their
desire to negotiate with the company and to sit down again after

the rejection of that |ast package, they want very nuch to go
over with the conpany their concerns and see |t tpere can be

some other way to proceed. |t's the conpany that I's not wanting
to come to the table. Al this resolution says is we would |ike
to see them at |east sit down and reopen the tal ks that were
going on. That's the reason that we don't have (he emplovees
They are nore than willing to sit down and negotiate and Pur her
work together but they can't get the conpany to do that in turn.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator MFarland, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you, M. President, and fellow
senators, there are times i'n our system gf competit..ve
enterprise that it becones necessary for renegotiations and

there are times when it is. necessaré/ for empl ees and
managenent to take wage concessions in order % keep % company

oing, keep the company afloat. Nowhere was that better
|gl | ustrated than severallO years ago when the Chrysler borpora t|on
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was on the verge of bankruptcy and Lee | acocca and his staff
came in, reorganised that entire corporation. Tpe employees

gave_wage concessions, the Boardof Directors allowed Douglas

rasier, who was head of VAW to sit on their board. The
nmanagement, including Lee lacocca, a|| gave wage concessions as
well, as a matter of fact, Nr. lacocca worked Tor $1 a year. N

under st andi ng at t he Goodyear situation right nowis that txe
concessions are being asked of t he enployees but no onein
managenent is taki ng sinilar concessions that, in fact,
management enpl oyees are receiving wage INCreases 4t tpe same
time they have asked the enployees of Coodyear to make wage
concessions in order to keep the plant going here in Lincoln.
hope that the negotiations can proceed so that they all share in
the responsibility of econom sing and nmaybe everyone has to nake
sone ki nd of wage concession in order to nmaintain the plant.
think that is onlyfair and equitable and ny understandi ng olf
the situation is that the nmanagenent people have not. e not
agreed or not volunteered to nmake wage concessions on their own
sal ary. I f that understanding is correct, | hope that that
problem can be worked out. | would at |ast say that Goodyear,
it is my understanding also, cane to the Legislature a couple
years ago to ask that they have particular provisions put into
775 as far as sax jncentives to keep them here. The
Legi sl ature, whet her wisely or not, gave those kind of
concessions, adopted those kind of provisions to help the
Goodyear company and now it seems to me that the, .that, in
fairness, that the conmpany ijtself should make some kind of
effort to maintain its part of the bargain and keep the plant
here and not reduce their overall enployment in the City of
Li ncol n. If the Legislature was wlling to work with thémtwo
years ago in passing 775 in the formit was in, it seens tg me
there is an obligation of the conpany to nmake every effort to
stay in Lincoln, to maintain its |level of enployment ghdbe a
productive and viable contributor to the econonmy of Lincoln,

which they have been over many, many years. Andl| sure hope we
can maintain it. | sure hope that "the problemcan be resol ve‘é’.

Thank you.
PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Hefner, please.

SENATOR HEPNER: Nr. President and nembers of the body, | (ingd
of wonder if the Legislature should get involved here. A number
of years ao when | first came to the Legislature, gpout

13 years ago, IBP in Dakota Gty had a terrible strike. Lives
were threatened, property destroyed and | went to some of ny
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col  eagues and asked themif they thought it would be |jqnt
have the Ag Conmittee or sone comittee of the Legislatuqe hoﬁa
a public hearing in that area and decide if we could help

And | was advised at that time that it would be best for the
Legislature to stay out of labor and nmanagenent disputes. apq]
wonder. ..l realise this is just a resolution and | really don't
know how much weight it will carry but I kind of wonder if this
Legislature should get jnpvolved in this kind of labor and
managenent di spute. | feel that the conpani es know what they

have to do. The | abor unions know what they have to do and hq
| 'abor union voted that they wouldn't go along with any nore
concessi ons. Management knows what it has to do to make a
profit and so |'mjust saying to you here today | wonder if this
is the rightthing for the Legislature to be doing. g just
wanted to of fer these coments to the body.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Wesely, would you like to ¢|gse
on your resolution, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you. M . President and nenbers, | do
appreciate the conments being made, nostly in support gf the
resol ution. SQat Ol Hefner, in response to your concerns, ye
have always,. | think, taken a great interest in this Legislature

intrying to maintain jobs and bring jobs 5 the state. I
remember when we had the Palstaff problemand we worked with
Senat or Labeds on sone anendnents and tine gpd again we have
passed legislation in here, this is a resolution, trying to deal

with this problem |f youread the resolution, you will find it
very positive. It says this Legislature, this 'state has worked
hard to build a good business climate. s have worked hard to
meet the concerns of the Goodyear plant, in particular, gag]|

mentioned earlier. W have time and agai n passed |egislation of
particular interest to Goodyear and to that plant in northeast
Li ncol n. We have bentover backwards. w' re kind of aski ng,

we' ve done our part to do the best we can, we would like to ask
your help in at least sitting down and tal king to the enpl oyees.

It doesn't take sides, particularly,it just suggests that a
negoti ati on occur and, hopefully, this gort of positive tone
will be productive. And so, with that understanding, | woul d
ask very muchfor, hopefully, very strong support for this
resolution. Thank you very nuch.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. The question is the adoption of LR 76.

Al those in favor vote aye, Opposed nay. Haveyou all voted?
Record, Mr. Clerk, please.
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CLERK: 27 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adoption of LR 76.

PRESIDENT: The resolution is adopted. Anything for the record
at this time, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator McFarland would like to add his
name as co-introducer to LR 76 and Senator Withem has amendments
to be printed to LB 336. (See page 1739 of the Legislative
Journal.® That's all that I have, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: Okay, if you will return to your seats, please, we
will begin Final Reading. (Gavel.) 1If you will return to your
seats, please, we will begin Final Reading. Mr. Clerk, LB 546.

CLERK: (Read LB 546 on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: All provisions of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shall LB 546 pass? All
those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record, Mr. Clerk,
please.

CLERK: (Record vote read. See page 1740 of the Legislative
Journal.) 46 ayes, 0 nays, 3 excused and not voting,
Mr. President.

PRESIDENT: LB 546 passes. LB 548.

CLERK: (Read LB 548 on Final Reading.)

PRESIDENT: All provisions of law relative to procedure having
been complied with, the question is, shall LB 548 pass? All

those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Have you all voted?
Record, Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: (Record vote read. See pages 1740-41 of the Legislative

Journal.) 48 ayes, 0 nays, 1 excused and not voting,
Mr. President.

- PRESIDENT: LB 548 passes. LB 582.
CLERK: (Read LB 582 on Final Reading.)
PRESIDENT: All provisions of law relative to procedure having

been complied with, the question is, shall LB 582 pass? All
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room You can have a |awer but the |awer sits outside of the
room

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So if you need to consult wtlyour |awer,

you try to the best of your ability to renenber what the |agwyer

who is prosecuting or if it's not a prosecutorial situation, ¥he
questioner asks you and you try to relay that to your |awyer,
ou may or may not be able to adequately do it, therefore, your
awer my or may not be able to give you adequate androper

representation in the formof legal advice. Sg that is one of
the criticisms of the grand jury system vyoudon't have legal

representati on even though you may be placed in jeopardy while

appearing  before a grand jury. We're going to take a
muni cipality in this which is supposed to be olr state 5pg say

that people who come to us on theirknees, in a manner of
speaking, saying, | don't know how to protect my interests,

allow me, please, to select somebody to protect ny interests,

and we say, no, we're going to give Goliath a machine gun and
the power to use it, but, you, little David, we're going to take
fromyou even the slingshot that you had, based on ?he Igegend.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: I think that is .?r ossly unfair and this
amendnent woul d go sone ways toward rectifying it.

PRESIDENT'.. Thank you. May | introduce sone guests under the
north balcony, please. Sepator Howard Lamb has 10 seventh and
ei ghth graders from Berwyn, Nebraska and their teacher. Would
you folks please stand andbe recognized. Thank you for

visiting us today. Wil e the Legislature s in. SSSIOQ and
capabl e of t ransacting business, | propose to sign and do sign

LR 76. Senator Hefner, you are next, followed by Senator pgimer
and Senator Schmit.

SENATOR HEFNER: M. President and nenbers of the body, | have
m xed enotions about this amendment. Senator Chambers, could
you help me out a little bit on this amendnent? Okay, when we
say that except a municipality, now where...ny question’is where
do we include municipality? Say t hat it' s...and what
nuni ci pality do we take'? Say that..

SENATOR CHAMBERS:  Okay.

4375



